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DETAILED ACTION 

This Action is in regards to the Reply received on 12/16/2005. 

Response to Amendment 

1. This action is responsive to the application filed on 12/16/2005. Claims 1, 2, 5, 
12, 21, 22, and 23 were amended. Claims 1-23 are pending. Claims 1-23 represent a 
method and apparatus for an "message reception device, message reception method, 
and program for receiving message is recorded." 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-23 have been carefully considered, 
but are not deemed fully persuasive. Applicant's arguments are deemed moot in view 
of the following new ground of rejection as explained here below, necessitated by 
Applicant substantial amendment (i.e., a method ... so that after each time interval, 
range the assessment means assesses whether the current geographic position is 
within the geographic position range in order to deliver the identified message at a time 
when the device is within the geographic position range... ) to the claims which 
significantly affected the scope thereof. 

The dependent claims stand rejected as articulated in the First Office Action and 
all objections not addressed in Applicant's response are herein reiterated. 

In response to Applicant's arguments, 37 CFR § 1 .1 1(c) requires applicant to 
"clearly point out the patentable novelty which he or she thinks the claims present in 
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view of the state of the art disclosed by the references cited or the objections made. He 
or she must show the amendments avoid such references or objections." 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Rubin et al (Rubin), Patent No. 6,108,365 in view of Amro et al. (Amro), U.S. Patent No. 
6,292,747 B1. 

Regarding claim 1, Rubin discloses the invention substantially as claimed. 
Although Rubin teaches a message reception device comprising: 

a portable message reception means for receiving a message through a 
network(fig.2, item 12; column 10, lines 39-48); 

message filter means for screening messages for a valid range including a valid 
geographic position range from said received messages, to identify a message with a 
valid geographic position range (column 11, lines 14-45; column 27, lines 10-65); 

positioning means for measuring a current geographic position of the message 
reception means (column 11, lines 14-45; column 27, lines 10-65); and 
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message delivery means delivering the identified message received by said 
message reception means or selected by said message delivery assessment means to 
a user( column 11, lines 14-45; column 27, lines 10-65; column 28, lines 1-62); 

wherein, upon the current geographic position being determined to be within the 
geographic position range, the identified message is delivered to the user (column 1 1 , 
lines 14-45; column 27, lines 10-65; column 28, lines 1-62). However, Rubin does not 
disclose in details the step of "message delivery assessment means for repeatedly, 
based assessing whether the on a standby period of time interval, current geographic 
position is within the geographic position range of the identified message so that after 
each time interval, the assessment means assesses whether the current geographic 
position is within the geographic position range in order to deliver the identified 
message at a time when the device is within the geographic position range. 

In the same field of endeavor, Amro discloses a (...The communication device is 
typically mounted in a first vehicle and includes a location device, such as a global 
positioning system receiver, suitable for determining the first vehicle's geographic 
position, a wireless transceiver enabled to communicate with a wireless transceiver of 
a second vehicle within a wireless range of the first vehicle, and a processor connected 
to the wireless transceiver and the location device. The processor is able to use the 
wireless transceiver and the location device to broadcast travel information of the first 
vehicle and to identify the presence of the second vehicle. The processor may also be 
enabled to display the position of the second vehicle on a display screen of the 
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communication device or to enable the first vehicle to communicate with the second 
vehicle...) [seeAmro, column 1, lines 46-62; column 3, lines 55-67]. 

Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the networking 
art at the time the invention was made to have incorporated Amro's teachings of a 
method and apparatus message delivery assessment means for repeatedly, based 
assessing whether the on a standby period of time interval with the teachings of Rubin, 
for the purpose of providing network that facilitates the gathering and distribution f travel 
information to enable travelers of all types to determine the identity or existence of 
othere travelers in their vicinity and to communicate with these travelers thereby 
resulting in more efficient, safe, andcomfortable travel as stated byffmp* in lines 38-44 
of column 1 . By this rationale claim 1 is rejected. 

Regarding claim 2, The combination Rubin-Amro discloses a message reception 
device as set forth in claim 1 : 

further comprising message storage means for storing the identified message, 

and 

wherein the valid geographic position range comprises a fixed geographic position and 
a distance from the fixed geographic position and the received message is an e-mail 
(see Rubin, column 11, lines 14-45; column 27, lines 10-65; column 28, lines 1-62; see 
Amro, column 1, lines 46-62; column 3, lines 55-67). 

Regarding claim 3, The combination Rubin-Amro discloses a message reception 
device as set forth in claim 1 , wherein the screening of the messages for a valid range 
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by said message filter means is targeted to messages satisfying a predetermined 
condition (column 11, lines 14-45; column 27, lines 10-65; column 28, lines 1-62). 

Regarding claim 4, The combination Rubin-Amro discloses a message reception 
device as set forth in claim 3, wherein the predetermined condition for screening the 
messages for a valid range by said message filter means, is a sender of the message 
with a valid range, the valid range being a message sender who is expected and who is 
not unwanted by the user (column 11, lines 14-45; column 27, lines 10-65; column 28, 
lines 1-62). 

Regarding claim 5, The combination Rubin-Amro discloses a message reception 
device as set forth in claim 2, wherein 

said message storage means comprises clock means, said clock means sets 
time limit of validity to the identified message, said clock means stores time limit of 
validity, and said clock means deletes the identified message when the time limit of 
validity has been exceeded (column 12, lines 40-67; column 13, lines 1-67); after each 
time interval, the assessment means assesses whether the current geographic position 
is within the geographic position range in order to deliver the identified message at a 
time before the time limit of validity is exceeded, when the device is assessed to be 
within the geographic position range(see Amro, column 1, lines 46-62; column 3, lines 
55-67), and 

after the time limit of validity, the assessment means discontinues assesses 
whether the current geographic position is within the geographic position range in order 
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to deliver the identified message (see Amro, column 1, lines 46-62; column 3, lines 55- 
67). 

Regarding claim 6, The combination Rubin-Amro discloses a message reception 
device as set forth in claim 5, wherein the time limit of validity is after a given time 
period from the time when the identified message is stored (column 12, lines 40-67; 
column 13, lines 1-67). 

Regarding claim 7, The combination Rubin-Amro discloses a message reception 
device as set forth in claim wherein the time limit of validity is indicated in a validity 
information found within the identified message (column 12, lines 40-69; column 13, 
lines 1-67). 

Regarding claim 8, The combination Rubin-Amro discloses a message reception 
device as set forth in claim 1 wherein the assessment within the valid geographic 
position range said message delivery assessment means is performed to determine 
whether the measured currentgeographic position is within a predetermined radius 
centered on a center position of the valid geographic position range and the current 
geographic position is determined by a Global Positioning System (column 17, lines 30- 
67). 

Regarding claim 9, The combination Rubin-Amro discloses a message reception 
device set forth in claim 2 wherein, when receiving the identified message, said 
message filter means i) delivers the message by said message delivery means to the 
user, and ii) stores, in said message storage means, the identified message with a valid 
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range if a content of the valid range is a content specified by the user (column 1 1 , lines 
14-45; column 27, lines 10-65; column 28, lines 1-62). 

Regarding claim 10, The combination Rubin-Amro discloses a message 
reception device as set forth in claim 1 , wherein 

said message delivery means 

i) assesses whether a pointer external information, is included in the 
information, pointing to identified message (column 17, lines 30-67); 

ii) upon determining the identified message includes the pointer information, 
obtains the information, pointed to by the pointer information, from the network (column 
11, lines 14-45; column 27, lines 10-65; column 28, lines 1-62); and 

iii) delivers the obtained information to the user (column 1 1 , lines 14-45; column 27, 
lines 10-65; column 28, lines 1-62). 

Regarding claim 11, The combination Rubin-Amro discloses a message 
reception device as set forth in claim 1 , wherein 

said message delivery means is a device separated from a main body of the 
message reception device (fig. 18; column 11, lines 14-45; column 27, lines 10-65; 
column 28, lines 1-62). 

Regarding claim 12, The combination Rubin-Amro discloses a message 
reception method comprising the steps of : 

at a portable e-mail reception device, receiving messages through a network 
(column 11, lines 14-45; column 27, lines 10-65; column 28, lines 1-62; see Amro, 
column 1, lines 46-62; column 3, lines 55-6T)\ 
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repeatedly screening the received messages, on a regular basis, to identify 
messages with a valid range including a valid geographic position range and storing the 
identified messages including the corresponding valid geographic position ranges 
(column 11, lines 14-45; column 27, lines 10-65; column 28, lines 1-62); 

measuring a current geographic position of the portable reception device (column 
11, lines 14-45; column 27, lines 10-65; column 28, lines 1-62); 

selecting, from the stored identified messages, a message with a valid 
geographic position range for which the measured current geographic position within 
valid geographic position range(column 11, lines 14-45; column 27, lines 10-65; column 
28, lines 1-62); and 

delivering the selected message to user (column 1 1 , lines 14-45; column 27, 
lines 10-65; column 28, lines 1-62); 

wherein, at a first time when the current geographic position is determined to b? 
outside the stored valid geographic position ranges, no stored message is delivered, 
and at a later second time upon the current geographic position being determined to be 
within one of the stored valid geographic position ranges, the corresponding one of the 
stored messages is delivered to the user (column 1 1 , lines 14-45; column 27, lines 10- 
65; column 28, lines 1-62; see Amro, column 1, lines 46-62; column 3, lines 55-67). 

Regarding claim 13, The combination Rubiri-Amro discloses a message 
reception method as set forth in claim 12, wherein the screening of the messages a 
valid range is targeted to messages satisfying a predetermined condition (column 1 1 , 
lines 14-45; column 27, lines 10-65; column 28, lines 1-62). 
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Regarding claim 14, The combination Rubin-Amro discloses a message 
reception method as set forth in claim 13, wherein the predetermined condition for 
screening is a sender of the message being included in a valid sender range (column 
11, lines 14-45; column 27, lines 10-65; column 28, lines 1-62). 

Regarding claim 15, The combination Rubin-Amro discloses a message 
reception method as set forth in claim 12, wherein the message with a valid range is 
stored by setting a time limit of validity to the message with a valid range, and the 
message with a valid range whose time limit of validity has been exceeded is deleted 
(column 11, lines 14-45; column 27, lines 10-65; column 28, lines 1-62). 

Regarding claim 16, The combination Rubin-Amro discloses a message 
reception method as set forth in claim 15, wherein the time limit of validity of the 
message with a valid range after a given time period from the time when the message a 
valid range is stored (column 11, lines 14-45; column 27, lines 10-65; column 28, lines 
1-62). 

Regarding claim 17, The combination Rubin-Amro discloses a message 
reception method as set forth in claim 16, wherein the time limit of validity of the 
message with a valid range is the time limit indicated in the limit of validity information 
included within the message a valid range (column 11, lines 14-45; column 27, lines 10- 
65; column 28, lines 1-62);. 

Regarding claim 18, The combination Rubin-Amro discloses a message 
reception method as set forth claim wherein the assessment within the valid range 
made whether the measured e-a current geographic position within a predetermined 
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radius centered on a center position of the valid geographic position range (column 1 1 , 
lines 14-45; column 27, lines 10-65; column 28, lines 1-62). 

Regarding claim 19, The combination Rubin-Amro discloses a message 
reception method as set forth in claim wherein the message received from said network 
is delivered user when the message is received, and the message is stored if the 
message includes a content within a valid range specified by the user (column 1 1 , lines 
14-45; column 27, lines 10-65; column 28, lines 1-62). 

Regarding claim 20, The combination Rubin-Amro discloses a message 
reception method as set forth in claim 12, wherein delivery of the message with valid 
range to a user is performed by obtaining from the network external information pointed 
to by a pojnter information when the pointer information included the message with valid 
range, and delivering the obtained information to the user (column 11, lines 14-45; 
column 27, lines 10-65; column 28, lines 1-62). 

Regarding claim 21, The combination Rubin-Amro discloses a program receiving 
messages which controls a computer to perform message reception processing, 
comprising the functions of: 

at a portable reception device, a function of receiving a message through a 
network (fig.2, item 12; column 10, lines 39-48); 

a function of repeatedly at a given period of time, screening received e-mail 
messages to identify messages with a valid range including a valid geographic position 
range(column 11, lines 14-45; column 27, lines 10-65; column 28, lines 1-62; see Amro, 
column 1, lines 46-62; column 3, lines 55-67)] and 
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a function of storing an identified message with a valid geographic position range 
in a message storage unit, and delivering a message which was not identified to 
include a valid geographic position range to a user (column 1 1 , lines 14-45; column 27, 
lines 10-65; column 28, lines 1-62; see Amro, column 1, lines 46-62; column 3, lines 55- 
67). 

Regarding claim 22, The combination Rubin-Amro discloses a program for 
receiving messages which controls a computer to perform message reception 
processing, comprising the functions of: 

a function of measuring a current geographic position of the computer(column 
11, lines 14-45; column 27, lines 10-65; column 28, lines 1-62); 

a function of selecting, from plural e-mail messages with corresponding valid 
geographic position ranges, a selected message based on the selected message 
having a valid geographic position range for which the measured current 
geographic position found to be within(column 11, lines 14-45; column 27, lines 10-65; 
column 28, lines 1-62; see Amro, column 1, lines 46-62; column 3, lines 55-67)] and 

a function of delivering the selected message to a user (column 11, lines 14-45; 
column 27, lines 10-65; column 28, lines 1-62). 



Allowable Subject Matter 

5. Claim 23 is allowed. 
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The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable 
subject matter: 

the prior art fails to show a program for receiving messages which controls a computer 
to perform message reception processing, comprising the functions of: a function of 
receiving messages through a network; a function of screening messages with valid 
range including a valid geographic position range from the received messages, the 
screening being repeatedly performed after each given period of time; a function of, 
storing the screened messages with a valid range in a message storage unit, and 
delivering message which was not screened and does not include a valid range a user ; 
a function of measuring a current geographic position of the computer; a function of 
selecting, from the stored messages, from the selected messages, a message with a 
valid range for which the measured current geographic position is within the valid 
geographic position range of the message; and a function of delivering the selected 
message to a user, wherein, at a first time when the current geographic position is 
determined to be outside the stored valid geographic position range of each stored 
message, no stored message is delivered, and at a later second time upon the current 
geographic position being determined to be within one of the stored valid geographic 
position ranges, the corresponding one of the stored messages is delivered to the user. 

Response to Arguments 

6. Applicant's Request for Reconsideration filed on 12/16/2005 has been carefully 
considered but is not deemed fully persuasive. However, because there exists the 
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likelihood of future presentation of this argument, the Examiner thinks that it is prudent 

to address Applicants' main points of contention. 

Applicant contends that the prior art of record does not teach "receiving and 
storing messages, e.g., e-mails, so that the messages can be delivered at 
a time when the message device is in an appropriate geographic location. In this 
way messages can be received and stored and at a first time, the current 
geographic position determined to be outside stored valid geographic position 
range of each stored message, no stored message is delivered. However, later 
second time, upon the current geographic position being determined to be within 
one of the stored valid geographic position ranges, corresponding one of the 
stored messages is delivered to the user." 

As to "Point A" the Examiner is in agreement with the applicant that Rubin, alone 
does not teach all the limitations of the above mentioned claims. Accordingly, new 
patent of Amro is applied to reject the claims 1-22 over a prima facie case of obviousness (see 
rejection of claims 1-22 above). Claim 23 is allowed for the reason specified above. 
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Conclusion 

7. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 
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8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
examiner should be directed to Jude Jean-Gilles whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
3914. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday and every other 
Friday from 8:00 AM to 5:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Wiley, can be reached on (571 ) 272-3923. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. - 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
9000. 

Jude Jean-Gilles 




March 03, 2006 



